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Across the United States, 2.6 million
jobs were lost in 2008. The unemployment
rate for this year is already over eight percent.
With a little over 300 million people in the
country, that’s over 24 million people without
ajob. In August of last year five percent of the
people in New York City did not have a job,
and it is now 7.4 percent. That’s over half a
million people without a job.

Many of the jobs lost in recent months
were temporary jobs and retail jobs, a number
that will likely increase in the wake of major
store closings and massive capital losses in the
city. Close to Xavier, Au Bon Pain, a highly
popular breakfast and lunch stop for Xavier
teachers, has also closed.

Also near Xavier, more stores popular
with Xavier students and faculty have been
affected by the economy. Virgin announced
in January that the Times Square Virgin Me-
gastore would close in April, leaving many
briefly relieved that the Megastore located on
14th Street in Union Square would stay. How-
ever, last month Virgin ended their attempt to
remain a physical presence in New York as
a music, movie, and video game store. The
Union Square store is scheduled to close at the
end of May.

Economic Crisis Hits New York:

~ 2

All Virgin Megastores locations in
America to close by summer.

This comes in the wake of Circuit City clos-
ing all of its U.S. outlets after filing for bankruptcy
and Chapter 11 protection. Circuit City was another
big presence on the south side of Union Square, right
next door to Virgin Megastore. Once the second larg-
est consumer electronics retailer, the store had seen
significant losses in sales over the last year and a half,
making it one of the largest casualties of the recession.
Virgin, itself in financial troubles, has acknowledged
that all Megastore sites in America will be closed by
this summer.

The loss of Circuit City is also a result of Best
Buy overcoming it in sales due to lower pricing. But
the survival of Best Buy does not mean a reprieve for
the ailing music and record industry. The Virgin Me-
gastores have the largest physical catalogue of mu-
sic, allowing for unknown artists as well as ones al-
ready enjoying market success to gain more exposure
and CD sales. As these stores shut down, companies
such as Universal Music Group, Time Warner Music
Group, and Sony Music are likely to see significant
losses in the sales of CDs, as well as other electronic
media and hardware sold though the dying stores.

Jobs Lost, Stores Close, Music Industry Hit

Andrew Lacqua

Weakened Music Industry Further Dam-
aged by Financial Crisis

This loss of availability in the physi-
cal market for music pushes many to online
sources, both legal and illicit. On the closing
of the Virgin Megastore in Union Square, one
Xavier student commented, “If | was bored on
a day with nothing to do | might go to Vir-
gin. 1 don’t usually buy music, but if I did it
would be a CD 1 got on a day hanging out in
there [Virgin Megastore].” Another student
commented he finds it easier just to download
music off of torrents, files on music sharing
sites containing free music from a vast array
of artists. These downloads, including the in-
creasing use of iTunes to purchase music le-
gally and more cheaply without actually buy-
ing CDs, have hurt CD sales.

Whether this is progress for the music
industry, the process is undoubtedly injurious
to their profit, and music companies, along
with all other stores, are now trying to maneu-
ver through the dangerous economic climate.
People are upset about the loss of the Megas-
tores, but they are also trying to survive the re-
cession, and their drive to survive is what ulti-
mately brought an end to these stores. These
factors will give rise to the shape of business
operations for the music industry determining
any future presence in retail.
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Saint Patrick’s Day Parade

Stephan D’Urso
Staff Reporter
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St Patrick’s Day dawned with great
promise as a beautiful day for a parade. Indeed,
the sun shone brightly on a huge crowd of spec-
tators lined up on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan to
view the spectacle. The Xavier Regiment and
the famous Blue Night Band lined up anxiously
at 11:00 on East 44th Street, eagerly sipating
the Command “Forward March#*from the Reg
imental Executive Officer, John Pusz. At about
11:45, the Regimental Color Guard stepped out
smartly onto the most famous avenue in New
York City, and the crowd roared its approval! =

In front of St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cardi- =
nal Egan reviewed roops and paused to ac-
cept the greetingsifrom the Regimental Execu-
tive Officer, Father Gatti, Mr. LiVigni, and LTC
Campbell. Egan joked that he may have had a
little sométhing to do with the glorious weather
for thefparade.

4 CDT/MAJ Nick Pope led the First Bat-
talion, and CDT/MAJ Jeff Wilson led the Sec-
ond Battalion. Shouts of “Go Xavier” and “Sons
Xavier” could be heard from both sides of
s grand avenue from 44th Street all the way
t0 86th Street near the Metropolitan Museum of
ATt. Father Gatti greeted well-wishers along the
route'with greetings for a “Happy St. Patrick’s
Day,” and gni and LTC Campbell greet-
ed the exuberan e Ve ather
O’Brien and Mr. McKinney mati ongside
the Regiment and enjoyed.t sautiful weather
and the large crowds as

Cadets calle

in step. Matt B

b

adence to keep the units
0, William Pepe, Chris Cor-
rado, and Jog'Rinaldo did a superb job keeping
the cadets lined up properly and in good military
discipline as they marched up Fifth Avenue.
The Rifle Team was led by Kevin Taub,
and the Raiders were led by Francesco Pic-
cione. TheX Squad performed gallantly as they
dazzled the onlookers with their patented Rifle
Precision Drill routir
Finally, the Blue ht Band, under the
direction of Dr. Pace, brightened.
cadets and onlookers alike with
rendition of “Sons of Xavier!”
Xavier has participated in the™St
rick’s Day Parade for almost 100 years, and. i
already looking forward to next year’s Parade
with hopes that the weather will be equally co-
operative!

vaiting for the com|

mand to continue marching.

Shane Lonergan leading Xavier’s Raider Team.
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Extracurricular Ag aficial or Destructive?

By Jack Raisch
Associate Editor
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Members of the Dramatic Society in this year’s production of Drag
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Jonathan Goodwin: The Next Houdini?

Andrew Lacqua
Staff Reporter

He is a man who can escape unscathed
from|anything. His audacity and fearlessness
help him accomplish some of the' most dan;
gerous and unrealisticichallenges_known to
man. People who have witnessed his amazing
feats have claimed that he is “superhuman.”
His name is Jonathan Goodwin, and he is
the reason why they say, “Do not try this at
home!” In his new show One Way Out, air-
ing.on the Discovery Channel, he will test his
skills,in different'scenarios each week.

The science of escape and the art of
ingenuity gets put to the test as escapologist
Jonathan Goodwin attempts to break out of
bizarre and unsafe homemade contraptions.
In his line of work he has to be ready for any-
thing- flaming dumpsters, angry ostriches,
and/human slingshots. The scenarios that he
faces may seem far-fetched, but he can escape
fromanything.

So why do you think Goodwin puts
himself in danger trying te_escape from dif-
ferent,situations? When he was seven years
old he read a book about Harry Houdini and
truly inspired by his magical works and what
he was able to escape from. He'decided from
then on to teach himself the mechanics of locks
and the types of ropes that are bestito escape
from. After many years of practicing and even-
tually mastering all the tricks, he realized that

www.hsj.org/asnemctcampus

Jonathon Goodwin is the reason they say,
“Do not try this at home!”

the tricks that Harry Houdini did were actually
just cleverly disguised tricks. He felt like he
had wasted his time. He learned how to do all
these things when, in fact, the guy he modeled
himself after had used trickery to accomplish
his feats.

The years passed, Jonathan got his degree
in drama and theater and moved to London.
There he worked for a production company
which made a one-hour special with an escape
artist. This experience reawakened his desire
to perform and be an escape artist. From then
on, he decided to devise his own stunts and
contraptions and post them on You Tube. All
the videos he posted quickly became popular
and were put on television.

Since becoming a full time escape artist,
he has found the opportunity to escape from
many scenarios which have greatly increased
his skill. He has been hanged, buried alive, put
into a box with two hundred thousand bees,
and sealed in a tank with freezing water. Keep
in mind that he does not use trickery and that
this is the real deal. Anything can go wrong.
He will get into trouble in order to learn how
to get out of it.

Jonathan Goodwin loves the thrill of
what he does and can now test his skills and
show everyone what he can in his new show.

He is always trying to find new and extreme
ways to put his skills to the test. It may look
like fun and games, but there is a lot that can go
wrong when there is only one way out.

The Two Days the Earth Stood Still

Brian Hurley
Staff Reporter

On September 28, 1951, a new film was
released in theaters that took the United States
by storm. The Day the Earth Stood Still is the
granddaddy of classic sci-fi films. It is enjoyable
to anyone who is a classic sci-fi lover, from
beginning to end.

It is about a human (or so we know)
named Klaatu, who comes down from his planet
to save us from ourselves. He
wants to stop all our wars, not
for our sake, but to prevent us
from extending our war-faring
into the reaches of space. Klaatu
is denied the privilege of seeing
the world’s leaders, which
makes him unhappy, so he goes
into hiding. He befriends a boy
who shows him around the city
of Washington, D.C. and meets
a scientist who aids in his quest
for world peace.

Despite Klaatu’s
“peacefulness,” he uses his
“bigger sticks” in order to get
the people to listen, including
shutting off the electricity
around the world and deploying
his robot companion Gort, a
famous symbol of the 1950s,
who shoots lasers which can,
“destroy our tanks and guns.”
There is also the famous command, “Klaatu
Berada Nikto,”which for all the viewer knows
is an alien phrase that makes Gort rescue Klaatu

FROM OUT OF SPACE....
A'WARNING AND AN ULTIMATUM!

MICAEL RENNIE -PATRICIA NEﬂI.I'IHJGII LU

The 1951 original of The
Day the Earth Stood Still

and resurrect him if he gets killed. Aside from
this, Klaatu gives Gort many other commands,
such as, “Beringa.” Again, it is really just
gibberish meant to sound extra-terrestrial.

The film was controversial for the time.
Every actor in it faced blacklisting due to what
people thought were communist overtones. Also,
upon analysis of the movie, many people have
compared Klaatu to Jesus Christ, As ludicrous
as that sounds, it is visible if analyzed more
thoroughly. Klaatu comes down to spread a
message of peace which ultimately
leads to his death, but
he is resurrected and
gives his message to
the world, and finally
ascends back to space.
Despite all these obvious
overtones, it is still an
enjoyable movie and it
is highly recommended
to anyone who is a fan
of sci-fi classics. | give
ita 4.5 out of 5 Gorts.

This year,
Hollywood found it
absolutely ~ necessary

to unleash a remake of
the film. The remake,
which starred Keanu
Reeves, was released
on December 12, 2008.
Reeves, in my opinion,
was appropriate for the
role. Though remakes tend to try to
change many aspects of the original, not so
many things were changed around in this one.

The film has a similar plot, and even keeps many
of the same dialogue sequences. With this said,
they still changed some things around: some
features of the plot, some of the characters, and
the music were changed. Even the message of
world peace was changed into global warming.
Yes, aliens come down to stop global warming.
Gort does not play as much as an important role
in this one.
This movie’s plot structure is similar to
that of an episode of Seinfeld. Klaatu is plot A,
while Gort is plot B. Gort is also CGl. It is not
the worst CG ever featured in
a movie, but it is not pulled off
Ifi completely. Speaking of special
effects, some of the effects in

The modern day remake
of The Day the Earth
Stood Still

the movie do not even seem
very space alien. You never
see the spaceship; instead it is
I covered by a light and some

green gas orb. There are also
other green gas orbs which
come up from the Earth and
take two of each animal into
space (again with that religious
symbolism). Then, weirdest of
all, Gort turns into mosquitos
and flies around disintegrating
human structures. The movie
got fairly poor reviews, but
as its own individual creation,
it was a decent movie. It has
some great special effects and
it is in no way cliché. It is
important to mention, also, that
the film had no ending to it. | give it 3.5 Klaatus
— along with a copy of An Inconvenient Truth.
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Snyder also remains faithful to the series
in other areas of its content, including his in-
corporation of the more mature subject matter,
but with mixed results. The movie’s cast is truly
emblematic of his commitment to telling the
story right with each actor suiting their charac-

r well. Nite Owl, played by Patrick \Wilson,
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Billy Crudup’s Dr. Manhattan, while digitally
rendered, captures the brilliance of the charac-
ter with his cold logic and reason driven per-

. The action scenes are a brutally detaile

amusing part of the mix, with time slowing

wn, just as a man’s arm is broken, so that n
part of the gruesome display is missed.

Dr. Manhattan’s telekinetic abilities are eve
more terrifying in real time and Rorschach’s i
blot mask migrates perfectly to the big screer
The fast-paced battles do add to the exciteme
of the film but they are few in number and dol
serve as a substitute for the hastened plot ve
well. Oddly enough, Dr. Manhattan’s nudi
much more appropriate than some of the ofl
features of the film. The major sexual sg
between Nite Owl and Silk Spectre is hor
done and outweighs a lot of the good tha
movie had. There is almost nothing that
have been done to make the film any wor,
the addition of this scene, with its grade
innuendo and sub par acting. Snyder
decent path until this misconceived b
completely disrupted the film and
made it nearly impossible to take se

Squid or no squid, Watchm
sophistication of the graphic nov
offer very much to the average
hasn’t read the original. Anyo
comic book or has a low to
displays of affection should




= %
+§ 2 Page 8 Entertainment March 2009 @
b " ’

S B&ki‘. 1t t
i'lf

WWW.inquisitr.com

bian kids out there toni ~for Sound Edi
have been told they are he Dark Knig fe
by their churches, by the gover ooked becau
ment or by their families, that yol ‘genre. The movi
are beautiful c ires of value rmance came frol
Slumdog lionaire too eath Ledger, and i t
home its first of eight whe ized when he 0
it won apted Scree ward for Best Sup ¢
gest v play). t on to win_ His mother, father,
aire this year. Sound ematography,  cepted | award fc
awards. Did y¢ Film (Score), = all)* the award
ere’s a comple sic / ing, and Best ally given to his daug

elevision Gets
a Facelift

Richard Armstrong
Staff Reporter
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Competitive Eating...

Chris Chavez
Staff Reporter

Have you ever goneto
a pizzeria because you were
so hungry that you ordered
four slices? Then you finish
your first slice and wonder
how in the world you are
going to finish the rest of
them? Well, try having to eat
forty-five sixteen inch slices
in ten minutes. A man by
the name of Joey Chestnut
has done it. Welcome to the
world of competitive eating,
where the size of a person’s
stomach is about ten times
the size of their brain.
Competitive eating is
considered a sport to some
people. Other people de-
fine a sport as an activity in
which you do exercise and
burn off calories. Competi-
tive eating definitely does
not fit that description. In
fact the point of competitive
|eating is to do the opposite:
get fat and lose weight later
on. Some people believe
that this “sport” is the reason that
sixty-four percent of adult Ameri-
cans are obese. Health officials
are also sharing their concern for
competitive eaters. They say that
many eaters have trouble keeping
their weight under control after a
competition; for example, a com-
petitor might gain ten pounds. The
next week they have lost those ten
pounds and are training for anoth-
er event. Doctors say that this con-
stant shift in balance and in'weight
could have long-term and danger-
ous effects on the bodly.
It started off as an activity that

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut shows off the hot dogs he
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would only be seen in school caf-
eterias or at county fairs, but over
the last couple years, competitive
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state Fair Corny Dog Toles

Is this Really a Sport?

be shown to the next generation of
Americans.
In a recent interview with

B. IO

A competitive eater gorges himself in order to be the next champion.

eating has made its presence know
as it has grown in popularity due
to sponsors and growing television
coverage. CNN, the Today Show,
Sports Illustrated, and ESPN are
just some of the big name sponsors
have helped competitive eating ex-
tend to new fans. ESPN broadcasts
the Nathan’s Hotdog Eating Com-
petition live from Coney Island on
July 4th. Newspapers like the New
York Times also cover competitive
eating events.
The message that the sport
is trying to send with all this me-
-dla coverage is a message that can
be taken in two dif-
ferent ways. Some
. people might see the

'~ sport as a fun activity
Mand to talk
about. Other people

delve deep behind the

media cove and
take a look a&mn
of view. They see it

as a very dangerous
sport that shouldn’t

will devour at the Nathan’s Hot Dog Center.

from a different point

www.thestreet.com, Joey Chest-
nut, the world’s number one ranked
eater, describes his work method
and his training for a big compe-
tition. “I go for days of fasting,
drinking large amounts of water
and liquids, and to practice con-
tests every week. I've been train-
ing for over a month for the [Krys-
tal burger] contest. For [Nathan's
Fourth of July Coney Island] hot
dogs, | train for three months. Last

year, my record was 103 burg-"

ers. In practice, I've gone up to
114. Part of practice is getting my
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muscles to cooperate more consis-
tently. I can do a practice twice a
week if my body recovers quickly.
And every time, | push
myself farther. In between
practices, | fast, have a
minimum calorie intake
and protein supplements.
| am trying to maintain a
healthy weight. As soon
as | gain weight, | slow
down. | train like a weight
lifter. Every time you lift
weights, you push your
body to the limit, hit a
failure point, and next
time you can push your
body farther.”

Eating one hundred
and fourteen burgers in
practice may not seem like
a lot to the man who has
the world record for 7.05
pounds of chicken wings
in twelve minutes, 59 hot
dogs in ten minutes, 8.6
pounds of asparagus, and
many more.

There are many
other records around the
world that have a shot at
being broken. Sometimes
you might look at a re-
cord like 80 chicken nuggets in
five minutes and say, “Hey, | think
| have a shot at beating that!” So,
you make your way to the near-
est McDonalds and try and make
an attempt at the record. After the
first 20, you realize how much of a
spectacular feat it is to set a record
in competitive eating. Competitive
eating truly is a sport that you can
just sit back and watch. The only
word out of your mouth watching
someone like Joey Chestnut break:
arecord is... “Wow.”

; This competitor looks hopeless as hot dogs
* quickly fill his stomach.
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I!a Peaking. In any sport, it’s a
Frase referring to the time when a
eam is playing its best. Although
coaches want the best out of their
team every night, coaches fear that
a team’s peak may not come at the
right time. Luckily, for Xavier
head coach Joe McGrane, his t an
is peaking at the perfect time
last month of the season.
Ever since the Knighlt loss
to CHSAA “A” City Champion
Bishop Ford on January 19", the
team has won five of their last sev-
en games, including victories over
division rivals La Salle, Fordham
Prep and Cardinal Spellman.

The beginning of the season
was dreadful. After their 25 point
win over Scanlan in their season
debut, the youthful Knights played
a lackadai and undisciplined
brand of pasketball, leading them
to a longflosing streak.
as a losing streak so
long it lasted nearly a month,
starting on December 12" with a
heartbreaking loss to La Salle (9-9,
8-8) and ending on January 6"’s
sappointing loss to “A” doormat
Cardinal Spellman (3-13, 1-11).
During this period, the Knights
underperformed in their 61-54 loss
to St. Edmund’s Prep (5-15, 2-13

“haven’t.”
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Xavier Bas'ketball Pealzf'ng at the Right Time

BASEETBALL

what he does be

fense, allowinéMcGraneto assign alize we have the p
Sullivan the opposing team’s best L 1anyone,’
player. I 3 are |

What has been most im-
pressive about the sophomore has
been what doesn’t show up on the
stat sheet: intangibles.

“Eddie leads the team
in intangibles,” McGrane said,
“Whether it’s loose balls, deflec-
tions, steals, or charges. It’s helped
tremendously and brought some
life to the team.”

" Ever since the call-up, the
Knights are 7-5. ;
Y Heading into the playoffs,

“The guys were down dur-  the team is considered a sleeper.
ing that losing streak — myself in- In ivision,
cluded,” senior Chris Coyn > said, ing a
“We were amped up for thatigame 0 order for
and it got us going. We realized naroon and
the potentialrr/ nwill need one
fidence as a res

Three d prior, Xavier
was injectjj th something else
they desperately needed: soph at in the paint, op-
more Edd'e Sullivan. The poi : will linger around
guard practiced with, the tearr eter, limiting space for
e pre-season and made G oyne, Sullivan, Billy
rsity debut versus Spell- and Tom McNoble.
January 6%. Despite his “We need some consistent
rience, he has helped the st play because our guard play
ts every way imaginable. s been pretty good. \When we get =
Offensively, he’s relieved so - consistent post play
| handling responsibilities i effective,” McGrane said.
oyne, enabling the senior to curl Although still a question
off more screens. He also.brought — mark, the team’s confidence is at
a fresh, hardnosed brand of de- an all-time high.
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